CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A system for the control of display data in a hand-held portable 
media device, the system comprising: 

a housing sized to be held by a user; 
a circuit board within the housing; 

a battery power supply to provide electrical power to the circuitry; 
a display electrically coupled to the circuit board; 

a data structure to store digital data having a predetermined data format 
Jbased on a data type of the digital data; 

Cj a P roc essor to analyze the digital data and to determine the data type based 

iJlon the digital data format; 

UJ a plurality of CODECs to process the digital data and to convert the digital 

^ uata to audio data, the processor selecting one of the plurality of CODECs based on the 
^ data type; and 

i;f a plurality of display managers to control display of data, the processor 

^electing one of the display managers based on the data type wherein the selected 
=C0DRC and the selected display manager are both selected on the basis of data type. 

2. A system for the control of display data in a portable media device, 
the system comprising: 

a data structure to store digital data having a predetermined data format 
based on a data type of the digital data; 

a first CODEC to receive digital data from the data structure and to convert 
the digital data to audio data for connection to an audio output device; 

a display electrically coupled to the circuit board; and 

a processor to analyze the digital data and to determine the data type, the 
processor communicating with the display and formatting display data to generate a 
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display based on the data type wherein display information is varied based on data type 
of digital data being received by the CODEC, 

3. The system of claim % further comprising an input device operable 
by the user to enter instructions. 

4. The system of claim 2, further comprising a touch-sensitive input 
device positioned proximate the display and operable in conjunction with the display, the 
touch-sensitive device being operable by the user to enter instructions. 

; S 5. The system of claim 4 wherein the display and touch-sensitive input 

^Idevice are programmable, the processor configuring the display to have a first 
\ ^configuration based on a first data type and a second configuration based on a second 
ydata type. 

^ 6. The system of claim 2 wherein the first CODEC is optimized for 

| conversion of digital data of a first data type, the system further comprising a second 
^tODEC optimized for conversion of digital data of a second data type, the processor 
Selecting the first or second CODEC to convert the digital data to audio data based on the 
data type. 

7. A method of selecting a CODEC from a plurality of CODECs, the 
method comprising: 

sensing user operation of an input device to select a data file; 
determining a data type of the selected data file; 

selecting a CODEC from a plurality of CODECs based upon the data type; 
processing the digital data using the selected CODEC; and 
displaying data in a predetermined format selected for proper operation of 
the selected CODEC. 
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8. The method of claim 7 wherein the display provides a user with 
command controls and displaying data in a predetermined format comprises displaying 
command controls for operation with the selected CODEC. 

9. The method of claim 7 wherein a first CODEC of the plurality of 
CODECs is optimized for processing digital data of a first data type and a second 
CODEC optimized for processing digital data of a second data type and selecting a 
CODEC comprises selecting the first or second CODEC to process the digital data based 
on the data type. 

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the display provides a user with 
Irtcommand controls and displaying data comprises displaying data and command controls 
\ yhaving a first predetermined format when the first CODEC of the plurality of CODECs is 
^selected and displaying data and command controls having a second predetermined 
pjfcrmat when the second CODEC of the plurality of CODECs is selected. 

S 11. A computer-readable media that causes a processor to select a 

s CODEC from a plurality of CODECs by performing the steps of: 

sensing user operation of an input device to select a data file; 

determining a data type of the selected data file; 

selecting a CODEC from a plurality of CODECs based upon the data type; 
processing the digital data using the selected CODEC; and 
displaying data in a predetermined format selected for proper operation of 
the selected CODEC. 

12. The computer-readable media of claim 11 wherein the display 
provides a user with command controls and displaying data in a predetermined format 
comprises displaying command controls for operation with the selected CODEC. 
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13. The computer-readable media of claim 7 wherein a first CODEC of 
the plurality of CODECs is optimized for processing digital data of a first data type and a 
second CODEC optimized for processing digital data of a second data type and selecting 
a CODEC comprises selecting the first or second CODEC to process the digital data 
based on the data type. 

14. The computer-readable media of claim 13 wherein the display 
provides a user with command controls and displaying data comprises displaying data 
and command controls having a first predetermined format when the first CODEC of the 

□plurality of CODECs is selected and displaying data and command controls having a 
, gsecond predetermined format when the second CODEC of the plurality of CODECs is 
.^selected. 
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